Bill ID/Topic

AB 21
DeMaio R

Taxpayer Protection
Act of 2025.

AB 23
DeMaio R

The Cost of Living
Reduction Act of 2025.

STA Bill Matrix Legislation as of December 20, 2024

Location

This bill may be heard
in committee on
January 2, 2025.

This bill may be heard
in committee on
January 2, 2025.

Summary

The California Constitution requires a state statute that would result in any taxpayer paying a
higher tax to be imposed by an act passed by 2/3 vote of the each house of the Legislature. The
California Constitution also provides that all taxes imposed by a local government are either
general taxes or special taxes, as defined, and requires that taxes imposed, extended, or
increased by a local government be submitted to the electorate and approved by a majority
vote, in the case of general taxes, or a 2/3 vote, in the case of special taxes. Existing law
imposes specified requirements on state and local ballots, including, among other things, on
the contents of the ballot label, ballot title, and summary. This bill would declare the intent of
the Legislature to enact a constitutional amendment to limit the ability of state and local
governments to raise taxes, restore a 2/3 vote requirement on local special tax increases,
impose voter approval requirements on specific categories of new taxes, and regulate the titles
on state and local ballot measures relating to tax increases.

Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) with regulatory authority over public
utilities, including electrical corporations and gas corporations, and requires the PUC to
develop a definition of energy affordability. Existing law also establishes the Milton Marks
“Little Hoover” Commission on California State Government Organization and Economy (Little
Hoover Commission) to promote economy, efficiency, and improved service in the transaction
of the public business in the various departments, agencies, and instrumentalities of the
executive branch of state government. This bill, the Cost of Living Reduction Act of 2025, would
declare the intent of the Legislature to enact subsequent legislation to reduce the cost of living
in California by undertaking specified activities, including, among other things, by suspending
all state taxes and fees on gasoline and electric and gas utilities and by requiring the Little
Hoover Commission to provide a report on methods to reduce the cost of living in other areas,
as provided.
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AB 61 This bill may be heard |Existing law vests the Public Utilities Commission with regulatory authority over public utilities, Watch
Pacheco D in committee on including electrical corporations and gas corporations. The Public Advocate’s Office of the
January 2, 2025. Public Utilities Commission is established as an independent office within the commission to
Electricity and natural represent and advocate on behalf of the interests of public utility customers and subscribers
gas: legislation within the jurisdiction of the commission. This bill would request the office to establish, by
imposing mandated January 1, 2027, a program to, upon request of the Legislature, analyze legislation that would
program and establish a mandated requirement or program or otherwise affect electrical or gas ratepayers,
requirements: third- as specified. The bill would request the office to develop and implement conflict-of-interest
party review. provisions that would prohibit a person from participating in an analysis for which the person

knows or has reasons to know that the person has a financial interest. The bill would establish
the Energy Programs Benefit Fund in the State Treasury and continuously appropriate the
moneys in the fund to the office to support the work of the office in providing analyses under
the bill. The bill would repeal these provisions on January 1, 2031.
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